Lesson Plan: Agri-Tourism in Action
Appropriate Purpose:
This lesson plan aims to introduce middle school students to the concept of agri-tourism, its
significance in the local economy, and its connection to agriculture. Students will explore various
aspects of agri-tourism, including farm tours, agritainment, and farm-to-table dining.
Background Agricultural Connections:
Agriculture is the foundation of agri-tourism. It involves the cultivation of crops and the raising of
livestock. Agri-tourism combines agriculture with tourism, creating unique experiences for
visitors to farms and rural areas.
Learning Objectives:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Define agri-tourism and its significance.

2. Identify various types of agri-tourism activities.

3. Explain the economic impact of agri-tourism on local communities.

4. Discuss the importance of sustainable practices in agri-tourism.
Description of Materials and Equipment Needed:

e Whiteboard or projector

e Markers or pens

e Chart paper or sticky notes

e Pictures or videos of various agri-tourism activities

e Handouts with information on local agri-tourism businesses
Teacher Preparation:

1. Research local agri-tourism businesses and attractions.

2. Gather information on the economic impact of agri-tourism.

3. Prepare visual aids, such as pictures and videos.

4. Create handouts with information on local agri-tourism businesses.
Description of Activities:

1. Introduction to Agri-Tourism:

o Begin by asking students to share their experiences visiting farms or agricultural
attractions.

o Define agri-tourism and discuss its key components.

o Explain the difference between traditional agriculture and agri-tourism.

2. Types of Agri-Tourism Activities:

o Divide students into groups and assign each group a specific type of agri-tourism
activity (e.g., farm tours, agritainment, farm-to-table dining).

o Have each group research their assigned activity and prepare a short presentation.

o Groups should discuss the unique aspects of their activity, the benefits for visitors,
and the impact on the local economy.

3. Economic Impact of Agri-Tourism:

o Discuss the economic benefits of agri-tourism, such as job creation, increased
revenue for local businesses, and promotion of local products.

o Use real-world examples to illustrate the positive impact of agri-tourism on
communities.

4. Sustainable Practices in Agri-Tourism:

o Explain the importance of sustainable practices in agri-tourism, such as
conservation of natural resources, ethical animal welfare, and minimizing
environmental impact.

o Discuss how agri-tourism businesses can implement sustainable practices to attract



eco-conscious visitors.
Procedures:
1. Introduction:
o Welcome students and introduce the topic of agri-tourism.
o Engage students in a discussion about their experiences with farms and agricultural
activities.
o Define agri-tourism and explain its significance.
2. Types of Agri-Tourism Activities:
o Divide students into groups and assign each group a specific type of agri-tourism
activity.
o Provide each group with resources to research their assigned activity.
o Allow groups time to conduct research and prepare their presentations.
o Have each group present their findings to the class.
3. Economic Impact of Agri-Tourism:
o Discuss the economic benefits of agri-tourism, using real-world examples.
o Facilitate a class discussion on the potential for agri-tourism in the local community.
4. Sustainable Practices in Agri-Tourism:
o Explain the importance of sustainable practices in agri-tourism.
o Discuss ways that agri-tourism businesses can reduce their environmental impact.
o Encourage students to think critically about the role of consumers in promoting
sustainable agri-tourism.
5. Conclusion:
o Summarize the key points of the lesson.
o Encourage students to explore local agri-tourism businesses and share their
experiences with others.
o Assign a short writing assignment or group project related to agri-tourism.
Additional Tips:
e Consider inviting a local agri-tourism business owner to speak to the class.
e Organize a field trip to a nearby farm or agricultural attraction.
e Use interactive activities, such as games and quizzes, to reinforce learning.
e Encourage students to think critically about the future of agri-tourism and its potential to
address social and environmental challenges.



